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Chord Glossary

In this section you will look at the C major scale, harmonized C major scale, harmonized C
major scale in sevenths, chord sounds, and chord formulas.

C Major Scale
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Harmonized C Major Scale
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Harmonized C Major Scale in Sevenths
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Chord Sounds

Different chords create different sounds. Below is a list describing the sound associated with
various chord qualities.

Chord Quality Sound

Major Stable, Positive, Upbeat, or Happy

Minor Soft, Sad, Melancholic, Dark, or Unhappy

Dominant Seventh Slightly dissonant, Harder Edged, Bluesy, or
Funky

Major Seventh Fuller, Bright, Jazzy, or Romantic

Minor Seventh Mellow, Jazzy, or Somewhat Sad

Power Hard Rock/Heavy Metal Music

Chord Formulas

Chords are constructed with notes from the major scale. The notes in all major scales follow
a “W-W-H-W-W-W-H” pattern where “W” represents a whole step and “H” a half step as
shown in the C major scale shown below.
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Any chord can be constructed from its corresponding major scale by applying the

appropriate chord formula (middle column) shown in the box below. Examples presented in
the key of C. The notes shown in brackets are optional.

Chord Symbol Chord Formula Notes

C (CM) 135 CEG

C5 (C power chord; Cno 3" | 15 CG

C(b5) 13b5 CE Gb

Co 1356 CEGA

C6/9 (C6add9) 13[5]69 CEGAD
Cmaj7 (CM7) 1357 CEGB
Cmaj7b5 (CM7-5) 13b57 CEGbB
Cmaj7#5 (CM7+5) 13#57 CEG#B
Cmaj9 (CM9; CM7add9) 135179 CEGBD
Cmajll (CM11; CMadd11) 131571911 CEGBDF
Cmajl13 (CM13; CM7add13) | 13[5]7[9] [11] 13 CEGBDFA
Cm 1b35 CEbG

Cm6 (C-6) 1b356 CEbGA
Cm6/9 1b3[5]69 CEbGAD
CmM?7 (Cmaj7b3) 1b357 CEbGB
CmM9 (Cm+9) 1b31[5]79 CEbGBD
Cm7 (C-7) 1b35b7 CEb G Bb
CmT7#5 1 b3 #5b7 CEb G# Bb
Cmadd9 (C-add9) 1b31[5]9 CEbGD

Cm9 (C-9) 1b3[5]b79 CEbGBbD
Cml1 (C-11) 1 b3 [5] b7 9] 11 CEbGBbDF
Cm13 (C-13) 1 b3 [5] b7 [9] [11] 13 CEbGBbDFA
C7 (C dom) 135b7 CEGBb
Cadd9 1359 CEGD

C7/6 (C7addo6; C7/13) 13[5]6b7 CEGABb
C7b5 (C7-5) 13b5b7 CE Gb Bb
C7#5 (C7+5) 13 #5b7 CE G#Bb
C7b9 (C7-9) 1 3 [5] b7 b9 CE GBb Db
C7#9 (C9+; C749; Caug9) 3 [5] b7 #9 CE GBbD#
C7b5b9 (C7-5-9) [3] b5 b7 b9 CE Gb Bb Db
C7#5b9 (C7+5-9) 1 [3] #5 b7 b9 CE G# Bb Db
C7b5#9 (C7-5+9) 1[3] b5 b7 #9 CE Gb Bb D#
C7T#5#9 (C74+5+9) 1 [3] 5# b7 #9 CE G# Bb D#
C7#11 (C114; C9+11) 13[5] b7 9 #11 CEGBbDF#
C7b9#11 (C-9+11) 1[3] [5] b7 b9 #11 CE G Bb Db F#
C9 (C7add9) 13[5]b79 CEGBbD
C9b5 (C9-5) 1[3] b5b79 CEGbBbD
CH#5 (C9+5) 1[3]#5b79 CEG#BbD




C11 (C7add 11) 1[3] 5b7[9] 11 CEGBbDF
C11b9 (C11-9) 1 [3] [5] b7 b9 11 CEGBbDbF
C13 (C7add13; C9/6) 1[3]5b7[9] [11] 13 CEGBbDFA
C13b9 (C13-9) 1[3][5]b79[11]13 CEGBbDbFA
C13b5b9 (C13-5-9) [1] [3] b5 b7 b9 [11] 13 CEGbBbDbFA
C13+11 1[3] [5] b7 9 #11 13 CEGBbDF#A
C13b9#11 (C13-9+11) [1] [3] [5] b7 b9 #11 13 CE G Bb Db F# A
C+ (Caug; C+5; C#5) 13 #5 CE G#

Co (Cdim; Cmb5; Cm-5) 1 b3 b5 C Eb Gb

Cm7b5 (half diminished) 1 b3 b5 b7 C Eb Gb Bb

Co7 (Cdim?7) 1 b3 b5 bb7 CEbGbA

Csus2 125 CD G

Csus4 (Csus) 145 C FG

C7sus4 (C7sus; C7susll) 145b7 C FGBb
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